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Rationale Chart 

 

Suggested Amendment Reason for Change 

Several provisions throughout the 
registration regulation make a change 
from “Emergency Assignment” Class to 
“Emergency” Class (Emergency 
Assignment): 

• Subsection 1(1), paragraph 5 

• Subsection 1.1(1), paragraph 4 

• Subsection 1.4(2) 

• Subsection 1.5(2) 

• Subsection 1.5(3) 

• Subsection 2(1), paragraph 5 (i) and 
(ii) 

• Subsection 3(1), paragraph 5 (i) and 
(ii) 

• Subsection 4(1), paragraph 6 (i) and 
(ii) 

• Subsection 6(1), paragraph 5 

• Subsection 6(3), paragraph 5 

• Heading before section 7 

• Subsection 7(1) 

• Subsection 7(3) 

• Subsection 7(5) 

• Subsection 7(6) 

• Subsection 7(7) 

• Subsection 10.6(3), paragraph c 

• Subsection 10.6(3), paragraph d 

As per the regulation under the 

Regulated Health Professions Act 

(RHPA), this class, for all health 

regulators in Ontario, shall be the 

“Emergency Class”.  

These paragraphs relate to the 
Temporary Class. 

 

5(4) Subject to subsection (5) and section 
5.2, the requirements of subsection (1) 
are non-exemptible.  

(5) A member who holds an Emergency 
certificate of registration who is practicing 
at the time of applying for a Temporary 
certificate of registration is deemed to 
have met the requirements in paragraphs 
5, 6, 7 and 8 of subsection (1) 

 

i. as a registered nurse if the member 

holds an Emergency certificate of 

registration as a registered nurse, or 

This enables a registrant of the 

Emergency Class to transition to the 

Temporary Class.  

 

Registrants meet specific requirements to 

enter the Emergency Class. They do not 

need to meet these again when 

transitioning to the Temporary Class 

(e.g., jurisprudence exam and program 

requirement). In addition, as a practicing 

registrant, recent practice and language 

proficiency are met.  
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ii. as a registered practical nurse if the 

member holds an Emergency certificate of 

registration as a registered practical 

nurse. 

5.1(1) 2. The member’s practice must be 
monitored and directedsupervised by a 
member of the College holding a General 
or extended class certificate of 
registration. 

New clear language proposed.  

 

“Supervised” is the language in the 

proposed regulation for the Emergency 

Class. For consistency, CNO proposes 

amending the reference “monitored and 

directed” with respect to the Temporary 

Class and Special Assignment Class 

would be amended to “supervised” to be 

consistent. 

6(5) 2. The member’s practice must be 
monitored and directed supervised by a 
member of the College holding a General 
or extended class certificate of 
registration.  

These paragraphs [subsection 7(1)] relate 
to RN applicants to the Emergency Class. 

 

7(1) 1. The Government of Ontario has 
requested or Council has determined that 
it is in the College assist it by 
issuingpublic interest to issue Emergency 
Assignment certificates of registration to 
qualified applicants to address emergency 
circumstances. 

As per the regulation under the RHPA, 

there is an expectation to include the 

circumstances in which the Emergency 

Class would open. This change provides 

an additional option to open the class: 

that Council can make this determination. 

It is intentionally broad given that future 

emergency circumstances are unknown.  

7(1) 2. The applicant must satisfy the 
Executive Director that he or shethe 
applicant has language proficiency, in 
either English or French, to be able to 
communicate and comprehend 
effectively,   
both orally and in writing. 

“The applicant” is inclusive language. 

 

7(1) 4. The applicant must satisfy the 
Executive Director that he or she the 
applicant practised as a registered nurse 
within three years before the day on which 
the applicant met all other requirements 
for the issuance of the certificate of 
registration. 

7(1) 5. The applicant must have 
successfully   
completed the examination in nursing   
jurisprudence approved by Council for a   
registered nurse, within five years before 
the day the applicant is issued an 
Emergency certificate. 

Jurisprudence tests knowledge in relation 

to Ontario laws and standards of practice, 

which supports safe nursing care. The 

exam is available online 24/7. 

 

This addition also facilitates the transition 

of an Emergency Class registrant to the 
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Temporary Class given this is a 

requirement for the Temporary Class. 

7(1) 6. The applicant must not have twice 
failed an examination mentioned in 
paragraph 2 of subsection 2 (1).  

A nursing registration exam tests if 

applicants meet Canadian entry-to-

practice competencies. Entry-to-practice 

competencies are the foundation for safe 

nursing practice across Canada and 

serve as the benchmark for the 

knowledge, skill, and judgment an 

individual must demonstrate for safe 

practice.  

 

If someone is not successful on the 

exam, this is an indication that they may 

pose a risk to patient safety (e.g., they 

may have learning needs that have to be 

met to practice safely). 

 

The rationale for allowing two exam 

attempts is that failure to pass the exam 

may be attributed to factors unrelated to 

competence (e.g., test anxiety). 

 

This proposed change aligns with 

Temporary Class requirements. 

These paragraphs [subsection 7(3)] relate 
to RPN applicants to the Emergency 
Class.  
  
7(3) 1. The Government of Ontario has 
requested or Council has determined that 
it is in the College assist it by issuing 
public interest to issue Emergency 
Assignment class certificates of 
registration to qualified applicants to 
address emergency circumstances. 

As per the regulation under the RHPA, 

there is an expectation to include the 

circumstances in which the class would 

open. This change provides an additional 

option to open the class: that Council can 

make this determination. It is intentionally 

broad given that future emergency 

circumstances are unknown. 

7(3) 2. The applicant must satisfy the 
Executive Director that he or she the 
applicant has language proficiency, in 
either English or French, to be able to 
communicate and comprehend effectively, 
both orally and in writing.   

“The applicant” is inclusive language. 

 

7(3) 4. The applicant must satisfy the 
Executive Director that he or she the 
applicant practised as a registered 
practical nurse within three years before 
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the day on which the applicant met all 
other requirements for the issuance of the 
certificate of registration.    

7(3) 5. The applicant must have 
successfully   
completed the examination in nursing   
jurisprudence approved by Council for a   
registered practical nurse, within five 
years before the day the applicant is 
issued an Emergency certificate. 

Jurisprudence tests knowledge in relation 

to Ontario laws and standards of practice, 

which supports safe nursing care. The 

exam is available online 24/7. 

 

This addition also facilitates the transition 

of an Emergency Class registrant to the 

Temporary Class given this is a 

requirement for the Temporary Class. 

7(3) 6. The applicant must not have twice 
failed an examination mentioned in 
paragraph 2 of subsection 3 (1).  

A nursing registration exam tests if 

applicants meet Canadian entry-to-

practice competencies. Entry-to-practice 

competencies are the foundation for safe 

nursing practice across Canada and 

serve as the benchmark for the 

knowledge, skill, and judgment an 

individual must demonstrate for safe 

practice.  

 

If someone is not successful on the 

exam, this is an indication that they may 

pose a risk to patient safety (e.g., they 

may have learning needs that have to be 

met to practice safely). 

 

The rationale for allowing two exam 

attempts is that failure to pass the exam 

may be attributed to factors unrelated to 

competence (e.g., test anxiety). 

 

This proposed change aligns with 

Temporary Class requirements. 

These paragraphs [subsection 7(5)] are 
the terms, conditions and limitations 
placed on the Emergency Class.  
7(5)  1.  The member shall practise the 
profession only within the scope of his or 
her Emergency Assignment certificate. 

This paragraph is proposed to be deleted 

given the above proposed change that 

Council can identify the circumstance in 

which this class would open. 

7(5) 1. The member’s practice must be 
supervised by a member of the College 
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holding a General or extended class 
certificate of registration. In alignment with the Temporary Class, 

these paragraphs propose terms, 

conditions, and limitations (TCLs) on the 

Emergency Class certificate of 

registration. 

 

TCLs, such as the supervisory 

requirement, align with proposed 

Emergency Class regulations from other 

Ontario health regulators.  

 

The Emergency Class is a time-limited 

class to meet the needs of the public in 

an emergency. In this context, individuals 

who register in this class only need to 

meet certain registration requirements 

(compared to the General Class).  

 

In terms of the change in paragraph 2, 

“themself” is inclusive language. 

 

7(5) 2. The member shall at all times 
when  
providing nursing services identify himself 
or  
herself themself as an Emergency 
Assignment member. 

7(5) 3. The member shall not perform a  
controlled or authorized act, unless the 
act is  
ordered, 
i. pursuant to clause 5 (1) (b) of the Act, or   

ii. by a registered nurse in the General 
class. 

7(5) 4. The member shall not supervise, 
monitor or direct the performance of a 
controlled or authorized act or the practice 
of another member in any class. 

7(5) 5.The member shall not accept the  
delegation of a controlled or authorized 
act from another member or any other 
person. 

7(5) 6.The member shall not delegate to 
another member or any other person the 
authority to perform a controlled or 
authorized act. 

7(5) 7. The member shall be restricted to 
the use of the following title:  
i. in the case of a member holding an 
Emergency Assignment certificate of 
registration as a registered nurse, 
“Registered Nurse (Emergency  
Assignment)” or “RN (Emerg. Assign.)”, or 
ii. in the case of a member holding an 
Emergency Assignment certificate of 
registration as a registered practical 
nurse, “Registered Practical Nurse 
(Emergency Assignment)” or “RPN 
(Emerg. Assign.)”. 

This subsection proposes the new titles 

registrants would use, aligning with the 

regulation under the RHPA to have an 

“Emergency Class” (not “Emergency 

Assignment Class”). 

 

These paragraphs [subsection 7(6)] relate 
to closing the Emergency Class/revoking a 
certificate of registration. 

 

7(6) An Emergency Assignment certificate 
of registration is automatically revoked on 
the occurrence of the earlier of one of the 
following events:  

This subsection outlines different options 

that would result in the certificate of 

registration being revoked. 
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7(6) 1. 30 days after receipt of notice of 
the  
Council’s determination that the 
emergency  
circumstances have ended. 

In alignment with the proposed change to 

enable Council to open the class, this 

paragraph gives Council the authority to 

close the class. 

 

The 30-day timeframe is consistent with 

the Temporary Class certificate of 

registration in relation to a notification 

period. 

7(6) 23. The date to which the Executive 

Director extended the certificate under 

subsection (7). 

This grammatical correction clarifies this 

is not the date the Executive Director 

(ED) made the decision (rather this refers 

to the date of the extension). 

7(6) 34. Receipt of notification of the 

failure  

for the second time of an examination  

referred to in, 

 

i.  paragraph 2 of subsection 2 (1), in the  

case of a member holding an Emergency  

certificate of registration as a registered  

nurse, or 

ii.  paragraph 2 of subsection 3 (1), in the  

case of a member holding an Emergency  

certificate of registration as a registered  

practical nurse. 

A nursing registration exam tests if 

applicants meet Canadian entry-to-

practice competencies. Entry-to-practice 

competencies are the foundation for safe 

nursing practice across Canada and 

serve as the benchmark for the 

knowledge, skill, and judgment an 

individual must demonstrate for safe 

practice.  

 

If someone is not successful on the 

exam, this is an indication that they may 

pose a risk to patient safety (e.g., they 

may have learning needs that have to be 

met to practice safely). 

 

The rationale for allowing two exam 

attempts is that failure to pass the exam 

may be attributed to factors unrelated to 

competence (e.g., test anxiety). 

 

This aligns with Temporary Class 

requirements, and the proposed 

registration requirements for the 

Emergency Class as set out above. 

7(6) 5. The issuance of a General, 
extended,  
Temporary or Special Assignment class  

This proposed paragraph aligns with the 

proposed change to enable transition to 

the Temporary Class (i.e., they cannot be 
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certificate of registration as a registered 
nurse or a General, Temporary or Special 
Assignment certificate of registration as a 
registered practical nurse. 

registered in the Emergency Class and 

Temporary Class at the same time). 

7(6) 46. The date on which that the 
Executive Director revokes the certificate 
under subsection (8).   

 

 

This wording clarifies that this is not the 

date the ED made the decision (rather 

this refers to the date of the revocation) 

and refers to the subsection below. 

7(7) The Executive Director may extend 
an Emergency Assignment certificate of  
registration for one or more periods, each 
of which is not to exceed 60 days, if, in 
the opinion of the Executive Director, it is  
advisable or necessary to do so, provided  
Council has not determined the 
emergency circumstances have ended.   

The proposed change integrates 

Council’s power with respect to deciding 

when the class ends. 

7 (8) The Executive Director may revoke 

an Emergency certificate of registration if, 

in the opinion of the Executive Director, it 

is in the public interest to do so.  

 

The Emergency Class is a time-limited 

class to meet the needs of the public in 

an emergency. In this context, individuals 

who register in this class only to meet 

certain registration requirements 

(compared to the General Class).  

 

This proposed paragraph is intentionally 

broad so the ED can respond to patient 

safety matters that arise (e.g., if there’s a 

safety concern, there is a reserved power 

for the ED to revoke a certificate of 

registration). 
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