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Decision Tree for Registered Nurses (General Class): 
Should I complete a Medical Certificate of Death?   

Starting July 1, 2025, Registered Nurses (RNs) must follow requirements for 
completing and signing a MCOD, as outlined in the Vital Statistics Act, 1990.

Does your employer support RNs performing this activity?

YES

NO

Do you have the knowledge, skill and judgement to complete 
this activity?
Do you know how to complete a MCOD? Have you reviewed the Handbook for 
the Medical Certification of Death and watched the training video?

YES

NO

Do you have an established therapeutic nurse-client relationship?
For more information see CNO’s Therapeutic Nurse-Client Relationship standard.

YES

NO

Was the death expected?

YES

NO
Do not complete the form. 

Refer to an NP/physician and consult 
with a coroner if applicable.

Is there a documented medical diagnosis of a terminal disease 
made by an NP or physician?

YES

NO

Was there a predictable pattern of decline?

YES

NO

Were there any unexpected events or complications?

NO

YES

Did the death result from medical assistance in dying (MAID)?

NO

YES

Complete the MCOD
Do not complete the form. 
Refer to an NP/physician.

https://www.publications.gov.on.ca/store/20170501121/Free_Download_Files/301833.pdf
https://www.publications.gov.on.ca/store/20170501121/Free_Download_Files/301833.pdf
https://vimeo.com/1088837396/de4786cc87?share=copy
https://www.cno.org/Assets/CNO/Documents/Standard-and-Learning/Practice-Standards/41033_therapeutic.pdf

